Application for Research Clearance from the Government of Kenya

All persons wishing to conduct research in Kenya must have a Research Clearance Permit from the Kenya Government. Permits are issued by the National Council for Science and Technology located at Utalii House House, along Uhuru Highway in Nairobi city.

Applicants must submit a completed application form (available here in PDF format: for Kenyan Nationals or for Foreigners) three months before the start of the research project. 
Below are the steps to apply for research permits:

Step 1: Carefully read PART 1 before completing the research application form.  This part explains the terms and conditions for getting a research permit and the list of support documents.
Step 2: Identify an appropriate affiliating institution in Kenya. A complete list of the approved affiliating institution is provided in the ANNEX.  Please, note that each affiliating institution has it own terms and conditions.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to contact and seek approval from the relevant departments in the affiliating institution.  The affiliation must be confirmed in writing.
Mpala Research Centre qualifies as an affiliating institution for short-term research visits and student projects.  For proposals to conduct long-term research at Mpala Research Centre the affiliating institution is usually the Kenya Wildlife Service (send a fax to: "Research Department, KWS"; fax number +254 20 501188), or National Museums of Kenya (send fax to: "NMK Representative to Mpala Research Centre"; fax number +254 20 3741424). 
Step 3:  Send the completed research application form (A or B) and affiliation form D to the affiliating institution for endorsement.  This can be done by courier service or e-mail.  

Each person in project is required to fill a separate research application form.
Step 4:  Assemble all the paperwork including the support documents listed in PART 1, and forward the application parcel (DO NOT include the research fee) to the research clearance office in Nairobi. The address to use is:
Attn: Mr. Edward Opiyo,

The Research Registry Office,

National Council for Science and Technology, 
Utalii House, 8th Floor, Room 806
P.O. Box 30623-00100,

Nairobi, Kenya
Step 5: Send the research fee by wire-transfer to Mpala Research Centre.  Contact Mr. Tuni Mburu (tuni@mpala.org), the MRC Operations Manager for account details. 
Step 6: Wait for official communication from the Head of Research Division, NCST (the review process can take at least one month to complete).  
Step 7: Enter Kenya on a tourist visa when you receive official confirmation from the NCST that your permit has been approved and is therefore ready for collection.
Important notes
· A diplomatic visit to the Officer in Charge of Research Clearance at the start of your research is strongly recommended, and will facilitate further permit renewals.  Make sure you book an appointment when you visit the office.

· All permit holders must:

a) read and comply with the regulations listed on research permit application Forms A and B (including reporting obligations)

b) deposit a photocopy of their Research Permit with the Operations Manager upon arrival at Mpala Research Centre before commencing research

· Masters and PhD candidates are required to apply for their own research permits.  Undergraduate students participating in field courses must apply for research clearances, and will get attached on the Professors permit.

· NCST DOES NOT ACCEPT CHEQUES or POSTAL MONEY ORDERS.  Payment of the fee will be required before your research permit is processed.

· Co-PIs are required to apply for a research permit under the Lead PI.  The application paper work and procedure is same as the above.
· Researchers intending to stay in Kenya for longer than a month must also obtain a Pupils Pass from the Department of Immigration.  Click here to download the application form and instructions.
· For individuals who require exportation of biological materials from Kenya,  the following permits MUST be acquired: 
1. Material Transfer Agreement (MTA)
2. Export permit

3. Phytosanitary Certificate
For further information on the government research permit application process, please contact Chris Odhiambo, codhiambo@mpala.org.

